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withal, or else, in refusing it, to incur her Highness's
displeasure." She points out that the title, without an
accompanying grant of land, would be an intolerable
burden. Elizabeth had clearly no intention of bestowing
estates on the Sidney family; and Lady Mary was
forced to beg the secretary's good offices for mitigating
the royal anger in the event of Sir Henry's refusal
Of the peerage we hear no more \ and it is probable that
Elizabeth took the refusal kindly. She had paid the late
Deputy for his long service and heavy losses by a com-
pliment, his non-acceptation of which left her with a
seat in the House of Lords at her disposal

After leaving Oxford, Philip passed some months at
Ludlow with his father, who continued to be President
of Wales. In the spring of 1572 the project of a
French match was taken up at Court. Mr, Francis
Walsingham, the resident ambassador at Paris, had
already opened negotiations on the subject in the pre-
vious autumn; and the execution of the Duke of
Norfolk for treasonable practice with Mary, Queen of
Scots, now rendered Elizabeth's marriage more than ovor
politically advisable. It was to be regretted that the
queen should meditate union with the Duke of Alon^on.
He was the youngest member of the worthless family of
Valois, a Papist, and a man green in years enough to bo
her son. Yet at this epoch it seemed not wholly im-
possible that France might still side with the Protestant
Powers. Catherine de3 Medici, the queen mother, had
favoured the Huguenot party for nomo yearn; and
Charles IX. was scheming the marriage of Im WHtor
Margaret with Henry of Navarre. The intoroHtH, more-
over, of the French Crown were decidedly opposed to more able than himself to maintain it
